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Orangetown Parks Use Policy Q&A 
July 22, 2016 

 

Town Code § 7A-0:  Access to Town Parks was modified by unanimous resolution of the Town Board on July 19, 

2016. The new rule should have little impact on town residents, but does affect non-residents by imposing fees 

for park access. The underlying rationale is that parks are costly to maintain and non-residents ought to pay 

their fair share, and also, there are certain times and places when non-resident use displaces town resident 

use. This is especially the case on weekends at the tennis courts, playgrounds, and other high-demand 

facilities. Given these priorities, along with the cost and practicality of enforcing them, the new fee policy does 

not apply to certain low-use green spaces, and it does not apply to nonresidents who are guests of residents. 

What follows are answers to frequently asked questions. If you have further questions please do not hesitate 

to contact the Parks Department. 

WHEN WILL THE NEW POLICY TAKE EFFECT? 

As with any change to town code, this law is not effective until filed with the New York Secretary of State, 

which may take up to two weeks from adoption. Once filing is confirmed by the Secretary of State, the Town 

will begin a process of phasing in the enforcement. Additional staff will have to be hired and trained and 

systems will be put in place to administer the new law. 

WHO CAN USE TOWN PARKS? 

Access to some Town owned and operated parks is now limited to Town residents, their guests, and registered 

non-residents, except where an exemption has been noted.  Park rangers will routinely check photo IDs, or, in 

the case of non-residents, photo ID and proof of a non-resident pass from the Parks Department.  

ARE ALL ORANGETOWN PARKS COVERED UNDER THIS POLICY? 

Orangetown owns and manages 24 parks ranging from high-demand facilities like playgrounds and tennis 

courts to remote and undeveloped lands on Clausland Mountain. For reasons of practicality and need, this 

policy applies to certain parks but not others (a complete list of town parks is available here) 

Areas subject to the above law are: 

 Veterans Memorial Park 

 Independence Park 

 Pilgrim Court 

 Stoughton Park 

 Tappan Park 

 Cherry Brook 

Partially Exempted Areas : 

 Sparkill Memorial Park – Depot Square parking area & Veterans Memorial area are exempt. 

 Athletic Fields when use is permitted under field use policy 
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Fully Exempt Areas: 

 All Town recognized Memorial areas 

 Nike Park 

 Tackamack Park 

 JB Clarke Rail Trail 

 Braunsdorf Park 

 Borst Park 

 All undeveloped/partially developed areas not otherwise listed in this section. 

WHAT IS THE FEE FOR A NON-RESIDENT PASS? 

Non-resident passes can be purchased through the Department of Parks and Recreation at the applicable fee 

as outlined in the Parks and Recreation Department fee schedule approved by the Town Board: 

Non-Resident Annual Park Access Fees 

Fee Category Annual Fee Daily Fee 

Non-Resident $250.00 $25.00 

Senior (65 and over) $150.00 $15.00 

Young Adult (age 12-18) $165.00 $16.00 

Child (11 and under) $150.00 $15.00 

Veterans No Charge No Charge 

 

HOW DO I PURCHASE A NON-RESIDENT PASS? 

Non-Resident Passes may be purchased at Parks Department Headquarters located inside Veterans Memorial 

Park, 81 Hunt Road, Orangeburg, New York 10962, between 9:30 AM and 4:30 PM Monday through Friday. 

WHAT DOCUMENTATION IS CONSIDERED “PROOF OF RESIDENCY?” 

Any legal form of picture identification with a verifiable address will be considered for proof of residency, i.e. 

driver’s license or non-driver’s ID. 

WHAT IF I AM A TOWN RESIDENT AND I WANT TO INVITE A FRIEND, FAMILY MEMBER, OR SITTER WHO DOESN’T LIVE 

IN ORANGETOWN TO THE PARK? 

Non-residents are permitted access to Town owned and/or maintained Park facilities provided that they are in 

the company of a verified resident. 
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I LIVE OUTSIDE ORANGETOWN AND PLAY ON A TEAM OR LEAGUE THAT USES ORANGETOWN ATHLETIC FIELDS. DO I 

HAVE TO PURCHASE A NON-RESIDENT PASS? 

Athletic fields at all Town owned Park facilities are governed by the Field Use Policy. Non-resident use of these 

areas is accounted for under this policy provided a field permit has been issued or other written agreement is 

in place.  Accordingly, no charge shall be made for any person using a Town owned athletic field pursuant to 

the Field Use Policy. 

I LIVE OUTSIDE OF ORANGETOWN, BUT I’D LIKE TO ATTEND AN EVENT IN THE PARK. DO I NEED TO PURCHASE A 

NON-RESIDENT PASS? 

Programs sponsored by the Department Parks and Recreation are primarily for Town residents.  Non-resident 

access for these programs is at the discretion of the Superintendent of Parks and Recreation and his/her 

designated representative.  Call the Parks and Recreation office at (845) 359-6503 for information regarding 

non-resident event access. 

 WHY DID THE TOWN ENACT THIS LAW? 

The Town’s system of parks and park improvements exist for the benefit of the public at large The purpose of 

this local law is to assist the Town’s Department of Parks and Recreation to meet its mission “to deliver leisure 

time opportunities through safe, well-organized and affordable programs and a comprehensive network of 

parks, trails and open spaces to promote the mental, physical and social well-being of our residents”, through 

the implementation of a fair and equitable use and fee policy that recognizes both the limited facilities 

available for use and the cost of maintaining and improving those facilities.    

HOW WILL THE TOWN USE THE FEES COLLECTED FOR NON-RESIDENT PASSES? 

The fee policy established by this local law will enable the Town to continue to provide quality recreation 

programs and make necessary program expansions which would not otherwise be possible.  The fees will be 

used to supplement, not replace, other resources available to the Department of Parks and Recreation, all with 

a view toward meeting the Town’s responsibility to provide public open space and leisure opportunities 

rightfully expected by the Town’s taxpaying residents. 


